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KEMENTERIAN TENAGA, SAINS, TEKNOLOGI, ALAM SEKITAR DAN PERUBAHAN

IKLIM
: : Capaian
Bil Berita Media Berita Penuh
Nanyang Siang | Rujuk lampiran
1.1 Yeo Bee Yin Dah Kahwin Pau 1
5> | Suspek rancang buang lagi_bahan kimia| Berita Harian | <K Pada tajuk
malam ini berita
3 _ o Harian M Klik pada tajuk
- | 3 suspek buang sisa bahan kimia ditahan arian hetro berita
4. | Pencemaran: Tiga ditahan disyaki buang Kosmo! Klik pada tajuk
sisa kimia ke Sungai Kim Kim berita
5 Utusan Klik pada tajuk
| Jangan terburu-buru buka sekolah tercemar Malaysia berita
Klik pada tajuk
6. | Shah Alam, Putrajaya rekod IPU tidak sihat / | Berita Harian berita dan
Putrajaya, Shah Alam catat IPU tak sihat Rujuk lampiran
2
Klik pada tajuk
Jerebu setempat, ribut dan petir hanya _ _ berita dan
7. | sementara - MetMalaysia_/ MetMalaysia | Berita Harian Rujuk Lampiran
ramal ribut petir sehingga Jumaat 3
8 . : Rujuk
. | Taman Botani Negara ditutup hingga 31 Mac | Berita Harian Lampiran 4
Ti k b isa kimia dal ' i i Rujuk
9_ Iga suspe uang sisa Kimia dalam sundgal Be”ta Hanan g
ditahan Lampiran 5
: . Rujuk
10. | pua sekolah terjejas ditutup sekali lagi Berita Harian Lampiran 6
: Klik pada tajuk
11.| sik paling 'hangat' la ni... Harian Metro berita
12. Edgeprop i '
Send waste back without delay, MP_tells Klik pada tajuk



https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/kes/2019/03/539698/suspek-rancang-buang-lagi-bahan-kimia-malam-ini
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/kes/2019/03/539698/suspek-rancang-buang-lagi-bahan-kimia-malam-ini
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2019/03/432422/3-suspek-buang-sisa-bahan-kimia-ditahan
http://www.kosmo.com.my/terkini/pencemaran-tiga-ditahan-disyaki-buang-sisa-kimia-ke-sungai-kim-kim-1.858487
http://www.kosmo.com.my/terkini/pencemaran-tiga-ditahan-disyaki-buang-sisa-kimia-ke-sungai-kim-kim-1.858487
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/jangan-terburu-buru-buka-sekolah-tercemar-1.858584
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/nasional/2019/03/539824/shah-alam-putrajaya-rekod-ipu-tidak-sihat
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/nasional/2019/03/539690/jerebu-setempat-ribut-dan-petir-hanya-sementara-metmalaysia
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/nasional/2019/03/539690/jerebu-setempat-ribut-dan-petir-hanya-sementara-metmalaysia
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2019/03/432386/sik-paling-hangat-la-ni
https://www.edgeprop.my/content/1491587/send-waste-back-without-delay-mp-tells-lynas

é_‘fﬁ\ LAPORAN PEMANTAUAN MEDIA HARIAN

UKK MESTECC/ 12 MAC 2019

anaS bel‘ita
: Klik pada tajuk
13. | Kemuncak kemarau Harian Metro berita
14. | Ribut petir __ disebabkan _ perubahan | Astro Awani Klik pad.a tajuk
pergerakan angin - MetMalaysia berita
15. | Empangan mini mampu kawal kebakaran Utusan Klik pad.a tajuk
tanah gambut Malaysia berita
. : Klik pada tajuk
16. | Gempa sederhana gegar utara Sumatera Berita Harian berita
. Klik pada tajuk
17. | Tiga suspek dalang Sungai Kim Kim dicekup | AStro Awani berita
18 Utusan Rujuk
- | Tiga suspek buang toksik ditahan Malaysia Lampiran 7
Rujuk
19. | There arrested for waste dumpling The Star Lampiran 8
5 Rujuk
0. | Dalang buang bahan kimia ditahan Kosmo Lampiran 9
. : Rujuk
21. | Tiga individu ditahan Sinar Harian | - mpiran 10
: Rujuk
22. | Gas beracun : Bahaya 50 meter Harian Metro Lampiran 11
New Straits Rujuk
23. | 3 held over dumping of chemical Times Lampiran 12
24. | Perubahan lklim & Kehilangan Biodiversiti: | g i Rujuk
: LS : Inar Harian :
Terjejaskah Rakyat? Lampiran 13



https://www.edgeprop.my/content/1491587/send-waste-back-without-delay-mp-tells-lynas
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2019/03/432667/kemuncak-kemarau
http://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/ribut-petir-disebabkan-perubahan-pergerakan-angin-metmalaysia-200846
http://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/ribut-petir-disebabkan-perubahan-pergerakan-angin-metmalaysia-200846
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/wilayah/terengganu/empangan-mini-mampu-kawal-kebakaran-tanah-gambut-1.858440
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/wilayah/terengganu/empangan-mini-mampu-kawal-kebakaran-tanah-gambut-1.858440
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/nasional/2019/03/539846/gempa-sederhana-gegar-utara-sumatera
http://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/tiga-suspek-dalang-sungai-kim-kim-dicekup-200809

@\S LAPORAN PEMANTAUAN MEDIA HARIAN

UKK MESTECC/ 12 MAC 2019

TEMPATAN
Bil Berita Media Capaian
Berita Penuh
25. | Ribut_di Slim River: Mangsa cedera kena| Malaysiakini Klik pada tajuk
serpihan siling berita
5 Klik pada tajuk
6. | Melestari alam sekitar tanpa beg plastik Kosmo berita
2 The Malaysian | Klik pada tajuk
7. | children are trying to save the planet Insight berita
og. | Hati-hati, terlebih hidu gas metana boleh | Astro Awani | /K Pada tajuk
bawa maut - Pakar berita
: Klik pada tajuk
29. | ydara dua kawasan berjerebu Harian Metro berita
Lautan _sampah haram di Jalan Persiaran Klik pada tajuk
30 | Lestari?_/ Papan tanda larangan sekadar Utusan k_)enta dan
perhiasan, tidak dipeduli: Buang, bakar Malaysia Rujuk lampiran
sampah 14
31. | Jumlah _mangsa pencemaran _SungaiKim Utusan Klik pad_a tajuk
Kim meningkat 207 orang Malaysia berita
: : Klik pada tajuk
32. | pencemaran berulang di 2 sekolah dikesali Berita Harian berita
33. | Johor MB regrets latest school closures over Malaymail Klik pada tajuk
toxic fumes berita
34, |INB, Public Works Department ink | Daily Express Klik pada tajuk
renewable enerqgy collaboration berita
35 | UiITM, Petronas jalin _kerjasama _tenaga Utusan Klik pada tajuk
baharu Malaysia berita
. : Klik pada tajuk
36. | pengqunaan teknologi Al dalam Islam | Berita Harian berita
tertakluk batas, garis panduan



https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/467499
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/467499
http://www.kosmo.com.my/negara/melestari-alam-sekitar-tanpa-beg-plastik-1.858947
https://www.themalaysianinsight.com/s/139680
http://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/hati-hati-terlebih-hidu-gas-metana-boleh-bawa-maut-pakar-200830
http://www.astroawani.com/berita-malaysia/hati-hati-terlebih-hidu-gas-metana-boleh-bawa-maut-pakar-200830
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2019/03/432503/udara-dua-kawasan-berjerebu
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/lautan-sampah-haram-di-jalan-persiaran-lestari-1.858642
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/lautan-sampah-haram-di-jalan-persiaran-lestari-1.858642
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/jumlah-mangsa-pencemaran-sungai-kim-kim-meningkat-207-orang-1.858969
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/nasional/jumlah-mangsa-pencemaran-sungai-kim-kim-meningkat-207-orang-1.858969
https://www.bharian.com.my/berita/kes/2019/03/539856/pencemaran-berulang-di-2-sekolah-dikesali
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2019/03/12/johor-mb-regrets-latest-school-closures-over-toxic-fumes/1731596
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2019/03/12/johor-mb-regrets-latest-school-closures-over-toxic-fumes/1731596
http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/132245/tnb-public-works-department-ink-renewable-energy-collaboration/
http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/132245/tnb-public-works-department-ink-renewable-energy-collaboration/
http://www.utusan.com.my/bisnes/korporat/uitm-petronas-jalin-kerjasama-tenaga-baharu-1.858824
http://www.utusan.com.my/bisnes/korporat/uitm-petronas-jalin-kerjasama-tenaga-baharu-1.858824
https://www.bharian.com.my/rencana/agama/2019/03/539871/penggunaan-teknologi-ai-dalam-islam-tertakluk-batas-garis-panduan
https://www.bharian.com.my/rencana/agama/2019/03/539871/penggunaan-teknologi-ai-dalam-islam-tertakluk-batas-garis-panduan
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Rujuk
37. | single-use plastic The Star Lampiran 15
38 Sinar Hari Rujuk
+ | Aduan: Caj 20 sen untuk plastik barangan? ihar Harian Lampiran 16
39. | SJK (T) Rawang students taking part in The Star Rujuk
Russia science festival Lampiran 17
Rujuk
40. | preventive Steps The Sun Lampiran 18
Rujuk
41.| utilising technology in lessons The Star Lampiran 19
42 New Straits Rujuk
- | Decision on Lynas Operating Licence Soon? Times Lampiran 20
43 New Straits Rujuk
- | Science to The Rescue Times Lampiran 21
44. | Residents paying the cost for poor The Star Rujuk
maintenance Lampiran 22
. . Rujuk
45. | sungai busuk , air hitam Sinar Harian Lampiran 23
ANTARABANGSA
: : Capaian
Bil Berita Media Berita Penuh
6 Utusan Klik pada tajuk
46. 10 terkorban dalam baniir di Mozambique Malaysia berita
Utusan Klik pada tajuk
47.1 11 maut dalam baniir di Brazil Malaysia berita
Rujuk
48. | Ministry: Air pollution dropped in 2018 The Star Lampiran 24
Rujuk
49. | strong wind destroys 50 houses in east jaya The Star Lampiran 25



http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/10-terkorban-dalam-banjir-di-mozambique-1.858946
http://www.utusan.com.my/berita/luar-negara/11-maut-dalam-banjir-di-brazil-1.858970
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Putrajaya, Shah
Alam catat
IPU tak sihat

Putrajaya: Dua lokasi masing-masing di
Putrajaya dan Shah Alam, Selangor men-
catatkan bacaan Indeks Pencemaran Uda-
ra (IPU) tidak sihat, setakat jam 6 petang
semalam.

Berdasarkan bacaan dipaparkan menerusi
laman web apims.doe.govmy, Jabatan Alam
Sekitar (JAS), Putrajaya merekodkan bacaan
IPU 101, manakala Shah Alam, 166.

Putrajaya turut merekodkan bacaan ter-
tinggi pada jam 2.20 petang semalam iaitu
IPU 114, manakala Shah Alam pula men-
catatkan bacaan IPU 111 dan 106, masing-
masing pada jam 4 dan 5 petang semalam.

47 lokasi catat IPU sederhana

Selain itu, 47 lokasi lain merekodkan bacaan
IPU sederhana dan 17 lokasi lain pula berada
pada bacaan IPU baik.

Hampir semua negeri di Semenanjung
Malaysia merekodkan bacaan IPU seder-
hana, selain dua lokasi masing-masing di
Miri, Sarawak dan Kimanis, Sabah.

Orang ramai boleh .mendapatkan mak-
lumat bacaan IPU terkini menerusi laman
web apims.doe.govmy milik JAS Kemen-
terian Tenaga, Teknologi, Sains, Perubahan
Iklim dan Alam Sekitar.

Bacaan IPU turut dipaparkan dalam tem-

. poh setiap jam.

Maklumat cuaca terkini turut dipaparkan
menerusi laman web MetMalaysia atau ap-
likasi myCuaca dan media sosial MetMalay-
sia.
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i’ékerla Perb d P

jay
di sekitar Putrajaya, semalam.

5 3

kerja pembersihan dan mengalihkan pokok !umbaﬁg akibat hujan lebat dan ribut

)

MetMalaysia ramal ribut

petir sehingga Jumaat

© Penduduk
diminta -
sentiasa
waspada
elak kejadian
tidak diingini

Oleh irwan Shafrizan
Isrpail dan
Norrasyidah Arshad
bhnews@bh.com.my

R Putrajaya

abatan Meteorologi (Met-

Malaysia) memaklumkan

ribut petir yang berlaku
pada sebelah petang di bebe-
rapa kawasan termasuk Kuala
Lumpur, Putrajaya dan Selang-
or akan berterusan sehingga
Jumaat ini.

Unit Komunikasi MetMalaysia
berkata, kejadian ribut berke-
naan yang berlaku sejak bebe-
rapa hari lalu disebabkan pe-
rubahan corak angin dari timur
laut kepada pelbagai hala yang
menggalakkan pembentukan
awan ribut petir kumulunim-
bus pada sebelah petang.

Katanya, berdasarkan rama-
lan dipaparkan menerusi la-
man web MetMalaysia, ribut pe-
tir berlaku pada sebelah petang
di satu atau dua tempat di Kuala
Lumpur, Putrajaya, Pulau Pi-

Negara Shah Alam, kelmarin.

nang, Kedah, Perak, Selangor,
Negeri Sembilan dan Johor

“Kejadian ribut petir di Pu-
trajaya dan Shah Alam kelmarin
(Sabtu lalu) dan semalam (kel-
marin) bersifat setempat.

“Bagaimanapun, penduduk
di kawasan berkenaan diminta
sentiasa berwaspada bagi
mengelak kejadian tidak diin-
gini,” katanya ketika dihubungi,
semalam.

Peka perubahan cuaca

Mengulas lanjut, MetMalaysia
berkata, orang ramai diminta
sentiasa peka perubahan cuaca
dengan mendapatkan maklu-
mat cuaca dan amaran terkini
daripada MetMalaysia melalui

tiviti luar, elak meletak kende-
raan di bawah pokok besar dan
berada di kawasan cenderung
banjir.

“Kita perlu berwaspada de-
ngan tanda awal ribut petir se-
perti penurunan suhu secara
mendadak dan pembentukan
awan kumulunimbus iaitu awan
membesar secara menegak, ber-
kepul serta berwarna gelap.

“Jika ada tanda petir, kelajuan
angin meningkat dan kelihatan
serpihan berterbangan serta
hujan lebat, segera berlindung
di dalam bangunan yang se-
lamat,” katanya.

Sabtu lalu, hujan lebat dan
ribut petir luar biasa di Putrajaya

aplikasi myCuaca, media sosial
serta laman web.

“Jika ribut petir dijangka ber-
laku, batalkan atau tunda ak-

menyel 122 pokok tum-
bang, 115 pokok patah dahan
dan lima tiang lampu tumbang.

Presiden Perbadanan Putraja-

ya (PPj), Datuk Dr Aminuddin

[FOTO SAIRIEN NAFIS/BH|

Hassim, berkata antara kawasan
terjejas adalah kawasan kejira-
nan dan taman awam di Presint
1, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14 dan 16.

Perlu rawatan rapi
Sementara itu, seorang dari-
pada tiga lelaki warga Myanmar
yang cedera dipanah petir di
padang bola sepak Akademi
Badminton Setia Alam, kelma-
rin, dilaporkan masih koma di
Unit Rawatan Rapi (ICU), Hos-
pital Tengku Ampuan Rahimah
(HTAR), Klang.

Ketua Polis Daerah Klang Uta-
ra, Asisten Komisioner Nurul-
huda Mohd Salleh, berkata Ab-
dul Rahman Abul Hussin, 30,
memerlukan rawatan rapi dan
pengawasan doktor kerana pa-
rah dalam insiden yang me-
nyebabkan seorang lagi warga
Myanmar, maut.
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Taman Botani
Negara ditutup
hingga 31 Mac

Shah Alam: Taman Botani Negara di Bukit
Cerakah di sini, ditutup kepada pengun-
jung sehingga 31 Mac ini bagi membo-
lehkan kerja pembersihan dan pemulihan
dijalankan susulan ribut yang melanda
kelmarin.

Pegawai Perhubungan Awam Taman Bo-
tani, Nurul Wardina Abdullah, berkata ribut
turut menyebabkan tiga rusa dewasa mati,
selain banyak pokok tumbang serta kero-
sakan kemudahan tapak aktiviti riadah.

Anggaran kerugian belum diperoleh
“Sebuah kenderaan turut rosak teruk di
cermin depan tetapi anggaran kerugian ke-
seluruhan belum diperoleh,” ¥epada kepada
BH di sini, semalam.

Nurul Wardina berkata, seramai 80 pe-
tugas Jabatan Veterinar, Jabatan Pertanian,
Jabatan Perhutanan Negeri Selangor dan
kakitangan Taman Botani terbabit dalam
kerja pembersihan dan pemulihan itu.

“Taman Botani ditutup untuk memas-
tikan keadaan benar-benar pulih demi ke-
selesaan serta keselamatan pengunjung,” ka-
tanya.

Sementara itu, tinjauan BH mendapati
tapak aktiviti sukan lasak Skytrex dan taman
haiwan turut rosak teruk.
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KES PEMBUANGAN SISA KIMIA BERBAHAYA SECARA HARAM

Tiga suspek
buang sisa
kimia dalam
sungai ditahan

© JAS lengkapkan kertas siasatan
dakwa pihak terbabit minggu ini

Oleh Ifwan Tun Tuah
ifwan@bh.com.my

Kk Pasir Gudang

olis dan Jabatan Alam Se-
Pkilar (JAS) menahan tiga sus-

pek yang dipercayai mem-
buang sisa kimia ke dalam Sungai
Kim Kim, di sini, sehingga me-
ngakibatkan pencemaran gas me-
tana pada Khamis lalu.

Pengarah JAS Johor, Datuk Dr
Mohammad Ezanni Mat Salleh,
berkata tiga lelaki berusia 50-an
termasuk dua pemilik kilang itu
ditahan dalam operasi khas kel-
marin dan semalam.

“Seorang pemilik kilang mem-

proses barang lusuh bersama pe-
kerjanya ditahan di kawasan ki-
langnya di Taman Pasir Putih di
sini jam 12.30 tengah (semalam).
Seorang lagi pemilik kilang mem-
proses bahan kimia ditahan di Ku-
lai dekat sini, jam 7 malam (kel-
marin),” katanya ketika ditemui di
kilang barang lusuh yang disita itu,
semalam.

Yang turut hadir, Pengerusi Ja-
watankuasa Kesihatan, Alam Se-
kitar dan Pertanian negeri, Dr Sah-
ruddin Jamal.

Yakin ada bukti kukuh

Mohammad Ezanni berkata, pi-
haknya sedang melengkapkan ker-
tas siasatan dan yakin mempunyai

i JAS bil

Ezanni (kanan) di kilang memprose:

bukti kukuh untuk mendakwa me-
reka minggu ini.

Ketiga-tiga suspek ditahan untuk
siasatan mengikut Seksyen 34B Ak-
ta Kualiti Alam Sekeliling 1974 yang
memperuntukkan hukuman den-
da maksimum RM500,000 dan pen-
jara tidak lebih lima tahun.

Khamis lalu, media melaporkan
1,400 pelajar di Sekolah Menengah
Kebangsaan (SMK) Pasir Putih dan
Sekolah Kebangsaan (SK) Pasir Pu-
tih di sini, diarah mengosongkan
kawasan sekolah itu kira-kira jam
10.30 pagi apabila beberapa pelajar
muntah dan pengsan selepas ter-
hidu gas metana.

Secara keseluruhan, seramai 82
mangsa dirawat di hospital dan

i 2

pel bahan kimia sambil diperhatikan Dr Sahruddin (kiri) dan Muhammad
s barangan lusuh yang disita di Pasir Gudang, semalam.

klinik akibat pencemaran gas itu.
Mereka termasuk dua pelajar SMK
Pasir Putih, selain seorang pengu-
saha kantin dan pemandu am-
bulans dirawat di Unit Rawatan
Rapi (ICU).

Kejadian itu dipercayai berpunca
daripada pembuangan bahan ki-
mia dari sebuah lori tangki ke
dalam Sungai Kim Kim oleh pihak
tidak bertanggungjawab, kira-kira
Jjam 2 pagi Khamis.

Suspek rancang buang lagi
Mohammad Ezanni berkata, sus-
pek sama dipercayai merancang
untuk membuang bahan kimia itu
sekali lagi malam tadi.

“Ketika serbuan jam 12.30 te-

- [FOTO HAIRUL ANUAR RAHIM/BH]

ngah hari tadi (semalam), kita da-
pati dua suspek terbabit dengan
bahan kimia yang sudah dibung-
kus dan apabila ditanya, mereka
mengakui mahu membuangnya di
lokasi sama di sungai itu malam ini
(tadi).

“Kita turut menyerbu sebuah ki-
lang memproses bahan kimia yang P
dipercayai mempunyai kaitan de-
ngan kes ini di Kulai dekat sini jam
7 malam tadi (kelmarin).

“Kilang itu pernah disita kerana
kes pencemaran alam sekitar dan
ketika serbuan malam tadi, pe-
miliknya tidak dapat menjelaskan
ke mana sisa bahan kimia di da-
lam premis itu dibuang” kata-
nya.
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Dua sekolah terjejas ditutup sekali lagi

Pasir Gudang: Sekolah Menengah
Kebangsaan (SMK) Pasir Putih dan
Sekolah Kebangsaan (SK) Pasir Pu-
tih di sini, yang terjejas akibat
pencemaran gas metana, ditutup
sekali lagi untuk sementara wak-
tu.

Timbalan Pengarah Pendidikan
Johor, Azman Adnan, berkata ke-
dua-dua sekolah itu akan dibuka
apabila keadaan kembali pulih.

“Keputusan bila sekolah dibuka
semula akan dibuat selepas me-
ngambil kira status kualiti pdara
dan syor mesyuarat Jawatankuasa
Bantuan Bencana Daerah Johor
Bahru,” katanya dalam kenyataan
di sini, semalam.

Sementara itu, Pengerusi Jawa-
tankuasa Kesihatan, Alam Sekitar
dan Pertanian negeri, Dr Sahru-
ddin Jamal, berkata 61 pelajar dari
kedua-dua sekolah itu dihantar ke
Hospital Sultan Ismail (HSI) dekat
sini, semalam sehingga jam 5.30
petang.

Katanya, bagaimanapun semua
pelajar terbabit berada dalam ke-

Soma s
Azman Adnan

adaan stabil.

Khamis lalu, media melapor-
kan seramai 1,400 pelajar kedua-
dua sekolah terbabit diarahkan
mengosongkan kawasan sekolah
kira-kira jam 10.30 pagi apabila
beberapa pelajar muntah dan
pengsan selepas terhidu gas me-
tana.

Susulan itu, kedua-dua sekolah
terbabit ditutup selama empat hari
termasuk Jumaat dan Sabtu lalu,
sebelum dibuka semula semalam,
namun terpaksa dikosongkan se-

kali lagi semalam apabila ramai
pelajar mengadu sesak nafas.

Sementara itu, Jabatan Alam Se-
kitar (JAS) sudah melantik kon-
traktor bagi menjalankan kerja
pembersihan sisa kimia di Sungai
Kim Kim di Taman Pasir Putih, di
sl

Kerja pembersihan dimulakan
Sahruddin berkata, kerja pember-
sihan menyeluruh sudah dimula-
kan semalam oleh kontraktor pro-
fesional berkenaan.

“Kita jangka kerja pembersihan
ini mengambil masa lima hari,
membabitkan kawasan sepanjang
1.3 kilometer dari tempat pem-
buangan sisa kimia yang dikesan
Khamis lalu,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian ketika
ditemui pemberita selepas menin-
Jjau keadaan Sekolah Menengah Ke-
bangsaan (SMK) Pasir Putih dan
Sekolah Kebangsaan (SK) Pasir Pu-
tih di sini, semalam.

Dua sekolah itu ditutup semula
hari ini selepas pelajar mengadu

sesak nafas.

Secara keseluruhan, lebih 82
mangsa dirawat di hospital dan
klinik akibat pencemaran gas itu
termasuk seorang pengusaha kan-
tin dan seorang pemandu ambu-
lans.

Kedua-dua sekolah itu sebelum
ini ditutup empat hari termasuk
pada Jumaat dan Sabtu lalu, se-
belum dibuka semula hari ini se-
lepas pihak berkuasa mengesah-
kan udara kawasan itu sudah tidak
tercemar.

Sahruddin berkata, pihaknya
masih menyiasat punca pelajar
mengadu sesak nafas termasuk ke-
mungkinan faktor psikologi ren-
tetan kejadian Khamis.

Kira-kira jam 11 pagi semalam,
bomba mengarahkan kedua-dua
sekolah itu ditutup semula sebagai
langkah berjagajaga bagi meng-
elak kejadian tidak diingini. Di-
fahamkan, kira-kira 20 pelajar ke-
dua-dua sekolah itu dihantar ke
Hospital Sultan Ismail (HSI) untuk
pemeriksaan lanjut.

0
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METANA

Metana ialah sebatian kimia

dengan formula kimia CH4

Sejenis alkana [hidrokarbon
tepu), salah satu komponen
utama gas asli

Tidak berbau, tidak berwarna,
mudah terbakar

© Kegunaan sebagai bahan api

atau untuk buat haba, cahaya

Tidak beracun, tiada
standard OSHA PEL

) Pendedahan kepada tahap

gas metana tinggi mampu
menyebabkan badan manusia
kurang oksigen
Kesan terhadap

manusia sukar
bernafas,

loya, muntah,
risiko mati
lemas
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PENGENS!MMWM%MMW Dr. Sahruddin Jamal (kiri) dan Pengarah JAS

negeri, Datuk Dr. Mohammad Ezzani Mat Salleh (dua dari kiri) meninjau

kilang yang disyaki
buangan berjadual di Sungai Kim Kim, Pasir Gudang, baru-baru ini. - UTUSAN/NUR AISYAH MAZALAN

Tiga suspek buang toksik ditahan

+ Pemilik kilang bahan
kimia, kilang proses cemari Sungai Kim ditutup semula selepas ggl[]ﬂ“
barang lusuh antara Kim, Pasir Gudang beberapa pelajar MUKA 7
ditahan. turut ditemui. pening, loya. DI

+ Bahan kimia sama

* Dua sekolah terjejas

membuang bahan sisa

MOHAMMAD EZZANI MAT SALLEH (kiri)

Alam Sekitar dan Pertanian negeri

bahansisab

Dr. Sahruddin Jamal memnjau sebuah kilang yang disyakl terbabit dalam kes

di Sungai Kim Kim di Pasir

Johor,

berjadual

-UTUSAN/ NUR AISYAH MAZALAN

Pencemaran kimia:
3 suspek ditahan

Oleh MOHD. KHAIRUL
MOHD. ALI
pengarang@utusan.com.my

u PASIR GUDANG 11 MAC

EMILIKI bahan kimia
Mhampir sama dengan

yang dibuang di Sungai
Kim Kim di sini pada Khamis
lalu dan dipercayai cuba mem-
buang bahan kimia telah siap
dibungkus ke dalam sungai
tersebut.

Itu penyebab tiga. suspek
yang terdiri daripada dua pemi-
lik kilang dan seorang pekerja
berusia antara 40-an dan 50-an
itu ditahan dalam serbuan be-
rasingan di Kulai dan di Taman
Pasir Putih di sini pada semalam
dan hari ini.

Pengarah Jabatan Alam Seki-
tar, Datuk Dr. Mohammad Ezan-
ni Mat Salleh berkata, seorang
daripada pemilik kilang ditahan
di Kulai pada pukul 7 malam se-
malam manakala seorang lagi
ditahan bersama pekerjanya di

Taman Pasir Putih pukul 12.30
tengah hari ini.

“Serbuan pertama dibuat se-
lepas kita mencari kilang yang
memproses bahan kimia jenis
berkenan di Kulai.

“Hasil pemeriksaan, kita da-
pati bahan kimia di kilang terse-
but hampir sama dengan yang
dibuang di sungai itu namun
kita perlu menunggu laporan
kimia sampel bahan yang di-
ambil di kilang. Buat masa ini
kita menahan pemiliknya untuk
membantu siasatan,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian dalam
sidang akhbar selepas meninjau
lokasi pembuangan sisa kimia di
Sungai Kim Kim dan memeriksa
sebuah kilang memproses barang
lusuh di sini hari ini.

Mohammad Ezanni berkata,
serbuan kedua pula dibuat se-
lepas pihaknya mendapat mak-
lumat berkenaan sebuah kilang
memproses barangan lusuh
kira-kira 500 meter dari lokasi
pembuangan sisa bahan kimia
itu ditemui.

“Ketika diserbu, kita dapati
terdapat sejumlah sisa bahan
kimia berjadual yang dibung-
kus dan apabila ditanya, suspek
mengaku untuk dibuang.

“Ketika ditanya hendak
dibuang di mana, suspek hanya
menjawab dengan menunjuk-
kan isyarat ‘depan sana’, sus-
pek juga dipercayai berniat
untuk membuang sisa bahan
buangan lain pada malam ini,
Alhamdulillah  kita sempat
menghalang tindakan mereka
jadi kita tahan mereka untuk
membantu siasatan,” ujarnya.

Tambah Mohammad Ezanni,
kertas siasatan telah dibuka
dan pendakwaan terhadap sus-
pek dijangka akan dapat dibuat
dalam minggu ini.

Kesemua suspek disiasat
mengikut Seksyen 34B Ak-
ta Kualiti Alam Sekeliling
1974 yang memperuntukkan
hukuman denda sehingga
RM500,000 dan penjara mak-
simum lima tahun atau kedua-
duanya jika sabit kesalahan.
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Three arrested for waste dumping

Authorities detain suspects after dozens seek treatment for hazardous gas exposure

JOHOR BARU: Three men, includ-
ing two company owners, have
been arrested in relation to chemi-
cal waste dumped in Sungai Kim
Kim - which led to dozens being
treated for exposure to hazardous
fumes.

State Department of Environment
(DOE) director Datuk Dr Mohammad
Ezanni Mat Salleh said the suspects
were picked up in a joint operation

Two schools

with the police.

A chemical processing factory
owner in Kulai were arrested at
about 7pm on Sunday, while a waste
processing factory owner in Pasir
Putih and his worker were arrested
at 12.30pm yesterday, he said.

The suspects are between 40 and
50 years old. .

Mohammad Ezanni met report-
ers during a visit to the waste pro-

hit by toxic

gas ordered closed again

By REMAR NORDIN
newsdesk@thestar.com.my

JOHOR BARU: Two schools affected
by toxic fumes last week were
ordered to close again after students
started showing symptoms of chem-
ical exposure.

“lasses had resumed at SK Taman
Pasir Putih and SM Taman Pasir
Putih for only five hours yesterday
before the decision was made by the
Fire and Rescue Hazmat (hazardous
materials) team.

State Health, Environment and
Agriculture Committee chairman Dr
Sahruddin Jamal said they had
again received reports of students
having breathing difficulty.

“The decision to reopen the
schools was made on Sunday but
now we are closing therm until fur-
ther notice,” he told reporters after
visiting the schools yesterday.

On March 7, 30 people including
18 students from the schools were
admitted to hospitals in Pasir
Gudang after exposure to hazard-
ous gas from chemical waste that
was illegally dumped into a river.

Two victims, including a student,
were intubated as their respiratory
systems were blocked.

In yesterday’s incident, Dr

We are trying to find
out what triggered
this incident, whether
it is really because

of the chemical or
just a panic reaction
from other students
who saw their friends
having trouble
breathing.

Dr Sahruddin Jamal

Sahruddin said as of 1.30pm, eight
students were taken to Sultan Ismail
Hospital while 10 students and two
teachers received treatment at the
schools.

Dr Sahruddin added that the
Hazmat unit found that the air qual-
ity in the schodls was normal but
will conduct thorough investiga-
tions.

“We are trying to find out what

cessing factory in Jalan Selar 1, Pasir
Putih here.

Also present was State Health,
Endfironment and Agriculture
Committee chairman Dr Sahruddin
Jamal.

Mohammad Ezanni said a
Chemistry Department report led
investigators to the first suspect.

“We are currently waiting for
another report to determine if

triggered this incident, whether it is
really because of the chemical or
just a panic reaction from other stu-
dents who saw their friends having
trouble breathing.

“We have also received reports of
students fainting this morning
because they skipped breakfast. So
there are a lot of factors that we

chemical compound from the waste
processing comparny was also in the
same river,” he said.

Mohammad Ezanni said the
arrest of the second suspect was
made after a public tip-off inform-
ing DoE about their activity.

“We immediately raided the fac-
tory and found black chemical
material. The worker of the compa-
ny admitted the waste was going to

need to clarify,” he said.

He added that the Johor Disaster
Relief Committee will meet again
today to discuss the issue.

Johor Hazmat unit chief Saiful
Bahari Safar said he ordered for the
schools to close at about noon and
investigations are underway.

“Based on our checks and the air

be disposed of in the river, which is
located 500m from the factory.

The case is being investigated
under the Environmental Quality
Act, which carries a fine of not more
than RM500,000 and up to five
years' jail, upon conviction.

Mohammad Ezanni said they
hoped to charge the suspects this
week but this depends on the depu-
ty public prosecutor.

Keeping tabs:
Dr Sahruddin
looking in on
one of the
students having
trouble
breathing after
being exposed
to hazardous
fumes from
Sungai Kim Kim.

quality reading, this incident should
not have happened,” he said when
met at the scene.

wa
thestartv.com &

Watch the video
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Lagi murid sakit terhidu gas metana

PASIR GUDANG - Sekolah Ke-
bangsaan (SK) Taman Pasir Putih
dan Sekolah Menengah Kebang-
saan (SMK) Pasir Putih yang
baru sahaja dibuka pagi semalam,
diarahkan ditutup semula beriku-
tan terdapat murid mengadu se-
sak nafas.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Kesi-
hatan, Alam Sekitar dan Pertanian
negeri, Dr. Sahruddin Jamal berka-
ta, seramai 61 pelajar Sekolah Me-
nengah Kebangsaan (SMK) Pasir
Putih dan Sekolah Kebangsaan
(SK) Taman Pasir Putih di sini
dikejarkan ke Hospital Sultan Is-
mail (HSI) selepas mengadu sakit
dada dan muntah-muntah susulan
terhidu bau bahan kimia.

Katanya, masing-masing yang
dikejarkan ke hospital terdiri dari-

* pada 35 murid sekolah rendah, 25

pelajar sekolah menengah dan se-
orang guru.

“Seramai sembilan orang be-
rada di zon merah iaitu sistem
pernafasan yang teruk, zon kuning
seramai 25 orang yang mengalami
simptom muntah dan pening
manakala 27 orang di zon hijau
iaitu keadaannya tidak serius.

“Kita menerima panggilan ke-
cemasan daripada pihak sekolah
pada pukul 10 pagi tadi (semalam)
selepas beberapa pelajar mendak-

Semalam, dua buah sekolah
berkenaan dibuka semula selepas
diberi cuti kecemasan namun
menjelang tengah hari suasana
kembalimganik apabila beberapa
pelajar nfengadu sesak nafas serta
muntah-muntah.

Dr. Sahruddin berkata, susulan
kejadian itu, pihaknya mengarah-
kan semua pelajar mengosongkan
bangunan.

“Kontraktor telah dilantik untuk
membersihkan sisa kimia di sungai
berkenaan, yang memulakan kerja
pembersihan hari ini (semalam).

“Pembersihan  dijangka me-

FOTO NUR AISYAH MAZALAN

wa masih terhidu bau busuk diper-
cayai kesan sisa pembuangan tok-

sik,” katanya.

meter,” ujarnya.

ngambil masa lima hari meliputi
kawasan sungai sejauh 1.3 kilo-

SITUASI cemas seorang pelajar diberi bantuan kecemasan akibat
mengalami simptom sesak nafas selepas terhidu gas metana di SK

Taman Pasir Putih dan SMK Pasir Putih semalam.

Dua pemilik kilang, seorang pekerja akan didakwa minggu ini cemarkan Suhgai Kim Kim

Dalang buang bahan kimia ditahan

Oleh SHARKAWI LONDING

ASIR GUDANG - Tiga
lelaki disyaki dalang utama

kes pembuangan bahan
kimia dipercayai jenis metana ke
dalam Sungai Kim Kim sehingga
menyebabkan 82 mangsa dike-
jarkan ke hospital sejak Khamis
lalu ditahan polis.

Pengarah Jabatan Alam Seki-
tar (JAS) negeri, Datuk Dr
Mohammad Ezzani Mat Salleh
berkata, ketiga-tiga suspek yang

ditahan itu berusia antara 40
hingga 50 tahun ditahan polis
petang kelmarin dan tengah hari
semalam.

Katanya, mereka merupakan
pemilik kilang memproses ba-
han kimia, pemilik kilang barang
lusuh dan pekerjanya.

“Pemilik kilang memproses ba-
han kimia ditahan 7 petang kel-
marin di Kulai manakala pemilik
kilang barang lusuh dan peker-
janya pula ditahan di Taman Pa-
sir Putih di sini pada pukul 12.30

LOKASI PENCEMARAN BAHAN KIMIA

Perumahan
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© SK Taman Pasir Putih
& SMK Pasir Putih
€ Kilang Barang Lusuh

tengah hari semalam.

“Selepas pihak JAS menjalan-
kan siasatan, kita berjaya menge-
san dalang utama yang mem-
buang bahan kimia ke dalam
Sungai Kim Kim dan berjaya me-
nahan ketiga-tiga suspek terse-
but,” katanya ketika meninjau
kilang barang lusuh milik salah
seorang suspek di sini semalam.

Mohammad Ezzani memberi-
tahu, pihaknya sedang meleng-
kapkan kertas siasatan dan yakin
mempunyai bukti kukuh untuk
mendakwa mereka minggu ini.

“Selepas pihak kami me-

lakukan analisis kimia terhadap
sampel air sungai dengan bahan
bukti yang diambil di kilang, ia
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didapati sepadan.

“Bukti yang-kita peroleh ini
kukuh untuk mensabitkan keti-
ga-tiga suspek,” jelasnya.

Beliau berkata, siasatan awal
mendapati salah sebuah kilang
tersebut pernah disita sebelum
ini ekoran kesalahan melibatkan
pencemaran.

Kosmo! Jumaat lalu me-
laporkan, lebih 1400 pelajar
Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan
Pasir Putih dan Sekolah Kebang-
saan Taman Pasir Putih diarah-
kan mengosongkan kawasan se-
kolah kira-kira pukul 10.30 pagi
apabila beberapa pelajar mun-
tah dan pengsan selepas terhidu
gas metana.

MOHAMMAD Ezzani (dua dari kiri, belakang) meninjau salah satu kilang
yang disyaki terbabit dalam kes pembuangan bahan kimia di Sungai Kim Kim

semalam.

30 sakit dada hidu gaé metané )

& L

KERATAN Kosmo! 8 Mac 2019.

8 Mac - Seramai 35 mangsa
dikejarkan ke hospital selepas
terhidu bau sisa buangan
berjadual dipercayai bahan
kimia jenis metana yang
dibuang di Sungai Kim Kim,
Taman Pasir Putih.

9 Mac - Jabatan Alam Sekitar
(JAS) negeri mengesahkan sisa
tumpahan yang mengakibatkan
pencemaran bau gas metana
berpunca daripada sisa minyak
aktiviti mencuci kapal.

10 Mac- SMK Pasir Putih dan
Sekolah Kebangsaan Pasir
Putih diarahkan tutup buat
sementara waktu.

11 Mac- Penduduk Kampung
Bukit Pulai, Pasir Putih
mendakwa Sungai Kim Kim
masih tercemar walaupun
kerja-kerja pembersihan sudah
dilakukan, keadaan sungai itu
masih keruh dan berbau.
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PASIR GUDANG - Seko-
lah Kebangsaan (SK) Ta-
man Pasir Putih dan Seko-
lah Menengah Kebangsaan
(SMK) Pasir Putih yang
baru sahaja kembali bero-
perasi pagi semalam, dia-
rahkan ditutup semula.

Arahan penutupan dua
sekolah itu berikutan ter-
dapat murid mengalami
sesak nafas menjelang wak-
tu tengah hari.

Exco Kesihatan, Alam
Sekitar dan Pertanian ne-
geri, Dr Sahruddin Jamal
berkata, kedua-dua sekolah
terbabit akan ditutup buat
sementara waktu.

Menurutnya, status ke-
selamatan dua sekolah ter-

2 pemilik kilang
dan seorang
pekerja ditahan
bantu siasatan

MOHD FIRDAUS YON

SIR GUD!

iga individu terdiri
Tdaripada dua pemilik
kilang dan seorang
pekerja ditahan kerana
disyaki terlibat dengan ke-
jadian pembuangan sisa
bahan kimia ke dalam Su-
ngai Kim Kim di sini,
Khamis lalu.
Ketiga-tiga suspek ber-
usia antara 40-an hingga
50-an itu, ditahan dalam

~ Dua sekolah diarah ditutup semula

sebut akan diputuskan se-
lepas perbincangan dalam
Jawatankuasa Tindakan
Bencana kelak.

"Setakat jam 12.30
tengah hari (semalam),
lapan murid dihantar ke
Hospital Sultan Ismail
(HSI).

"Lebih 10 pelajar pula
dirawat di sekolah dan
dewan berdekatan,"
katanya di Dewan Taman
Pasir Putih di sini.

Ketika ditanya sama
ada punca kejadian dikait-
kan dengan pencemaran
udara, Dr Sahruddin ber-

kata, pelbagai faktor boleh *

mempengaruhi.
"Sebelum ini, pihak JAS

Tiga individu ditahan

or ketika bercakap k

T

dan Hazmat (Jabatan Bom-
ba dan Penyelamat) dah
buat penilaian dan sahkan

keadaan selamat, itu sebab
kita buka sekolah.
"Bagaimanapun, pihak

sekolah hubungi kita dan
mendakwa ada pelajar pu-
nyai simp sesak nafas

Situasi murid SK Taman Pasir Putih yang berdepan masalah kesihatan pagi, semalam

dua serbuan berasingan di
Kulai dan Taman Pasir Pu-
tih di sini.

Pengarafl Jabatan Alam
Sekitar (JAS) Johor, Datuk

Mohammad Ezani bersama Dr Sahruddin (kanan) meninjau kilang
memproses bahan lusuh. 2

Dr Mohammad Ezani Mat
Salleh berkata, seorang
pemilik kilang memproses
bahan kimia di Kulai,
ditahan jam 7 petang
kelmarin.

Manakala dua lagi indi-
vidu terdiri seorang pemi-
lik kilang memproses ba-
han lusuh dan pekerjanya
ditahan di Taman Pasir
Putih di sini, jam 12.30 te-
ngah hari, semalam.

"Serbuan pertama di-
buat selepas mendapat
hasil laporan kimia yang
dibuang di sungai itu dan
kita mencari kilang mem-
proses bahan kimia jenis
berkenan di Kulai.

"Hasil pemeriksaan,
kita dapati bahan kimia di
kilang tersebut hampir
sama, namun kita perlu
menunggu laporan kimia
sampel bahan yang diambil

Alam Sekitar 1974

di kilang. Buat masa ini,
kita menahan pemiliknya
untuk membantu siasatan,”
katanya, semalam.

Mohammad Ezani ber-
kata, serbuan kedua pula
dibuat selepas pihaknya
mendapat maklumat ber-
kenaan sebuah kilang
memproses barangan lu-
suh kira-kira 500 meter
dari lokasi pembuangan
sisa bahan kimia tersebut
ditemui.

dan sebagainya disebabkan
pencemaran udara berikut-
an pembuangan sisa ki-
mia," kata beliau.

Beliau berkata, punca
sebenar bagaimanapun be-
lum dikenalpasti.

Katanya, kontraktor
pembersihan sisa kimia di
sungai berkenaan dilantik
dan memulakan kerja.

"Pembersihan meng-
ambil masa lima hari meli-
puti kawasan sungai sejauh
1.3 kilometer," katanya.

Sementara itu, sehing-
ga petang semalam, sera-
mai 61 mangsa dirawat di
Unit Kecemasan HSI aki-
bat pencemaran Sungai
Kim Kim.

JOHOR BAHRU - Se-
lepas beberapa jam se-
kolah kembali berope-
rasi susulan ditutup
beberapa hari akibat
kejadian pencemaran
sisa bahan kimia sema-
lam, dimaklumkan ter-
dapat guru dan pelajar
berdepan masalah ke-
sihatan.

Menurut sumber,
terdapat guru dan pel-
ajar pulang kerana be-
rasa tidak selesa dengan
tahap kualiti udara se-
masa, selain mempu-
nyai simptom pening
dan rasa loya walaupun
hadir ke sekolah dalam
keadaan yang sihat.

"Sekolah masih be-
lum bebas kimia. Seko-
lah dibuka, tetapi ramai
pelajar balik kerana
berasa tidak selesa.

"Awal pagi datang
(ke sekolah) sihat. Ada
pelajar yang balik kera-

Dakwa warga sekolah ‘
muntah, loya, pening |

na pening dan rasa
loya," katanya dalam
pesanan menerusi apli-
kasi WhatsApp kepada
Sinar Harian di sini, se-
malam.

Sumber tersebut
turut memaklumkan,
terdapat murid sekolah
rendah yang muntah-
muntah dipercayai da-
ripada pencemaran
udara di situ.

Kelmarin, Jabatan
Pendidikan Negeri Jo-
hor mengesahkan sta-
tus keselamatan SK |
Taman Pasir Putih dan
SMK Pasir Putih sela-
mat untuk proses pem-
belajaran.

Exco Hal Ehwal
Agama Islam dan Pen-
didikan negeri, Aminol-
huda Hassan turut
mengadakan tinjauan di
dua sekolah terbabit,
yang mula beroperasi
semula pagi semalam.

"Ketika diserbu, kita
dapati terdapat sejumlah
sisa bahan kimia berjadual
dibungkus dan apabila di-
tanya, suspek mengaku ia
untuk dibuang,

"Ketika ditanya hendak
dibuang di mana, suspek
hanya menjawab dengan

menunjukkan isyarat ‘de-
pan sana'. Jadi kita tahan
mereka untuk bantu siasa-
tan," katanya.

Beliau berkata, kese-
mua suspek ditahan untuk
siasatan mengikut Seksyen
34B Akta Kualiti Alam Se-
keliling 1974.
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Kuala Lumpur

iada tempoh khusus
I untuk orang awam
mengelak daripada
berada di kawasan yang ter-
cemar dengan gas metana
kerana banyak faktor mem-
pengaruhi tempoh masa itu.
Pensyarah Kanan Jabatan
Kimia Fakulti Sains
Universiti Malaya Dr Choo
Yeun Mun berkata, bagi kes
biasa orang ramai perlu
mengelak berada dalam
radius 50 meter dari kawasan

GAS BERACUN

BAHAYA 50 METER

B Tiada tempoh khusus orang awam elak kawasan tercemar bahan kimia

memastikan aliran udara
bersih kembali
“Namun, apapun tetap
bergantung sepenuhnya
kepada luas kawasan dan
seberapa tinggi dos
han berlaku

kurangnya dua hari.
“Orang ramai jika terbau
sesuatu gas yang ganjil
jangan dekati tempat itu
dalam lingkungan 50
meter sekurang
kurangnya dua
hari untuk

tempoh masa itu boleh
menjadi panjang lagi,”
katanya ketika dihubungi
semalam.

Menurutnya, keadaan
Cuaca sangat mempengaruhi
kebersihan udara di kawasan
tumpahan.

PELAJAR memakai topeng muka di SK Taman Pasir Putih sebagai langkah

berjaga-jaga.

“Jika sisa masih berada
dalam sungai atau tebing
sungai ada i
tindak balas Kimia berlaku
seterusnya menghasilkan
metana lagi terutama ketika
cuaca panas yang alat dinamakan komponen
menyebabkan metana bahan kimia meruap
berwap. (VOC),” katanya.

“Biasanya metana boleh Katanya, gas organik
meruap suhu takat didihnya seperti metana hanya boleh
adalah -182 darjah Celsius ' dielak dengan pemakaian
yang mudah merebak dalam  topeng mulut khas bertapis.
udara,

“Namun, tahap
pencemaran udara di
K boleh

diukur berdasarkan
pemantauan Jabatan Alam
Sekitar menggunakan sejenis

“Untuk gas seperti ini
perlukan topeng muka jenis
cartridge berikutan topeng
mulut biasa hanya boleh
menapis zarah kecil saja.

“Gas metana jika terhidu
sangat bahaya boleh
menyebabkan keracunan
dan loya selain membawa
kematian.

“Jadi langkah terbaik
untuk orang awam hindari
kawasan tumpahan untuk
tempoh tertentu dan ikuti

1)

Jika sisa masih berad:
dalam sungai ada
! ngkinan tind
balas kimia berlaku
seterusnya menghasilkan
metana lagi terutama
ketika cuaca panas yan
menyebabkan metana
berwap”

Dua tauke,
pekerja ditahan

Johor Bahru: Dua pemilik dan
seorang pekerja kilang ditahan
selepas disyaki terbabit dalam
insiden pembuangan sisa bahan
Kimia di Sungai Kim Kim, Pasir
Gudang, di sini, Khamis lalu.

Lelaki berusia 40 hingga 50
tahun itu ditahan malam
kelmarin dan tengah hari
semalam di dua kilang
berasingan dekat Kulai serta
Taman Pasir Patih, di sini.

Pengarah Jabatan Alam
Sekitar (JAS) Johor Datuk Dr
Mohammad Ezanni Mat Salleh
berkata, seorang permilik kilang
memproses bahan Kimia
ditahan jam 7 malam kelmarin
di Kulai

“Kira-Kira jam 12,30 tengah
hari tadi (semalam), kami
menahan seorang pemilik
kilang barangan lusuh di
‘Taman Pasir Putih, Pasir
Gudang, dengan seorang
pekerjanya,” katanya Ketika
membawa media ke satu
lokasi Kilang tempat suspek
ditahan di Pasir Gudang,
semalam

Hadir sama Pengerusi
Jawatankuasa Kesihatan, Alam
Sekitar dan Pertanian negeri, Dr
Sahruddin Jamal

Mohammad Ezanni berkata,
serbuan pertama di Kulai -
dilakukan JAS dan polis selepas
memperoleh laporan kimia
daripada sampel bahan kimia
vang diambil dari Sungai Kim
Kim.

“Selepas mendapat hasil
laporan Kimia itu, kami mencari
kilang yang memproses jenis
bahan kimia berkenaan dan
menyerbu sebuah kilang di
Kulai

arahan pihak berkuasa,” Dr Choo Yeun Man

katanya.

“Hasil pemeriksaan,
bahan kimia di kilang
itu sepadan dengan
bahan Kimia yang
dibuang di Sungai Kim
Kim. Bagaimanapun, kami
masih menunggu laporan
Kimia sampel bahan yang
diambil di kilang. Kami i
menahan pemilik kilang 7, 4
untuk membantu RS :
siasatan,” katanya. 0 ot s e \

Beliau berkata, pada
masa sama pihaknya
mendapat maklumat
mengenai sebuah lagi
kilang dan menyerbu
premis itu tengah hari
semalam.

“Ketika diserbu, kami
menemui sejumlah sisa
bahan kimia berjadual yang
dibungkus dan apabila
ditanya, suspek mengaku ia
untuk dibuang,

“Apabila ditanya hendak
dibuang di mana, dia hanya
tunjuk ‘depan sana’ dan kami
mengesyaki mereka mungkin
ingin membuangnya di sungai,
malam ini (malam tadi)

“Maka, kami
menahan mereka
untuk membantu
siasatan,” katanya

Katanya, semua B
suspek disiasat i
mengikut Seksyen
34B Akta Kualiti
Alam Sekeliling
1974 yang
membawa
hukuman denda
schingga RM500,000
dan penjara maksimum
lima tahun, jika sabit
kesalahan.
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ANGGOTA Hazmat memandikan murid-murid yang terkena simptom bahan kimia.

. :
PASUKAN perubatan memberi bantuan awal kepada pelajar yang terhidu bahan kimia

di Sekolah Menengah Pasir Putih, Pasir Gudang.

61 pelajar dirujuk HSI

Johor Bahru: Seramai 61 individu
termasuk murid dan pelajar dua
sekolah di Taman Pasir Putih, Pa
sir Gudang dirujuk ke Hospital
Sultan Ismail (HSI) di sini, selepas
mengadu sesak nafas dan kesi
hatan terjejas akibat bau busuk
disyaki kesan sisa baham Kimia
yang dibuang di Sungai Kim Kim,
Khamis lalu.
Pengerusi J;

adalah orang dewasa termasuk
seorang guru,

Dr Sahruddin berkata, daripada
jumlah itu seramai sembilan
dirawat di zon merah, 25 di zon
kuning dan 27 di zon hijau

Dalam kejadian kira kira jam
12 tengah hari itu. Sekolah
Kebangsaan (SK) Taman Pasir
Putih dan Sekolah Menengah
Kek (SMK) Pasir Putih

Kesihatan, Alam Sekitar dan
Pertanian negeri Dr Sahruddin
Jamal berkata, jumlah itu adalah
vang direkodkan sejak insiden
berlaku tengah hari semalam.
hingga jam 5.30 petang.

“Sehingga jam 5.30 petang tadi
(semalam), seramai 61 mangsa
dirujuk ke HSI untuk diberi
rawatan

“Kita masih menjalankan
siasatan untuk mengetahui punca
insiden hari ini (semalam) dan
adakah memang ia berpunca
daripada sisa buangan bahan
kimia yang dibuang di Sungai
Kim Kim sebelum ini,” katanya,
di sini, semalam

Seramai 57 daripada 61 yang
mendapatkan rawatan di HSI
adalah pelajar dan murid
manakala baki empat yang lain

vang baru dibuka semula
semalam, diarahKkan tutup apabila
ada murid dan pelajar mengadu
sesak nafas.

Sebelum ini, kedua -dua
sekolah berkenaan diarahkan
tutup pada Khamis dan Ahad lalu
kerana pencemaran udara akibat
pembuangan sisa bahan kimia
di Sungai Kim Kim vang terletak
di kawasan berhampiran, sebelum
disahkan selamat untuk dibuka
semalam.

Bermula insiden pada Khamis
lalu hingga semalam, sebanyak
82 kes dilaporkan susulan insiden
itu, termasuk 23 pesakit luar dan
59 yang dimasukkan ke wad.

Daripada 59 kes yang dirawat
di wad, 34 daripadanya sudah
dibenarkan pulang, manakala 25
lagi masih ditempatkan di wad

Hukuman setim pal

kepada pesalah

Seri : Menteri Pen
didikan Dr Maszlee Malik mahu
pihak vang bertanggungjawab
terhadap kes pencemaran gas
metana di dua sekolah di Johor di
bawa ke muka pengadilan dan
menerima hukuman setimpal
Kata Maszlee, pihaknya
menerima secara langsung
maklumat daripada Jabatan
Pendidikan Negeri serta agensi
terbabit terutama Kementerian

Alam Sekitar, Angkatan
Pertahanan Awam Malaysia
(APM) serta Jabatan Bomba dan
Penyelamat Malaysia (JBPM)
berhubung kes pencemaran
berkenaan.

Kata beliau, usaha
pembersihan sekolah sudah
dilakukan bagi memastikan
persekitaran sekolah
benar- benar sihat dan selamat
untuk pelajar




6‘% LAPORAN PEMANTAUAN MEDIA HARIAN

LAMPIRAN 12

UKK MESTECC/ 12 MAC 2019

NEW STRAITS TIMES (NATION/NEWS): MUKA SURAT 9
TARIKH: 12 MAC 2019 (SELASA)

RAHIM

g ¢ s
A Johor Deparlmenr of | Elwlranmenr officer taking samples af chem:mls ata factory in Pasir Gudang yesterday With her are the department s d:reclor, Datuk Dr Mohammad |
Ezanni Mat Salleh (standing, second from left), and state Health, Environment and Agriculture Committee chairman Dr Sahruddin Jamal (standing, left). PIC BY HAIRUL AN AR’

3 HELD OVER DUMPING OF CHEMICAL

Chemical dumped in a
Pasir Gudang river on Thursday

IZLAILY NURUL AIN HUSSEIN
JOHOR BARU

cnews: @nstgcom.mx

HREE men have been
arrested in connection

and 50s, were factory owners and
a factory worker.

Johor Depattment of Environ
ment (DoE) director Datuk Dr
Mohammad Ezanni Mat Salleh

cycling factory in Taman Pasir
Putih and one of his employees,”
Ezzani said at a factory belonging
to one of the suspects in Pasir
Gudang here.

Present was state Health, En-
vironment and Agriculture Com-
mittee chairman Dr Sahruddin
Jamal.

Ezzani said the first raid was

di d by DoE and the police

said one ofthe the own-

with theillegal ch |

dumping in Sungai Kim

Kim in Pasir Gudang on Thurs-
day.

The three suspects, in their 40s

2 schools ordered to close again

JOHOR BARU: The state Fire and
Rescue Department on Sunday
ordered SK Taman Pasir Putih
and SMK Pasir Putih in Pasir Gu-
dang, which are located near
the site of an illegal chemical
dumping incident, to close again.

The decision was made after a
number of students had difficulty
breathing, possibly from inhaling
toxic fumes.

er of a ct | pr g fac-
tory, was arrested in Kulai at 7pm
on Sunday.

“At 12.30pm today (yesterday),

we arrested the owner of a re-

State Hazardous Material Man-
agement Special Team (Hazmat)
unit chief Saiful Bahri Safar said
the unit ordered those involved
to seek treatment.

He said the decision was made
as a precaution.

The schools, which reopened
yesterday, were ordered to close
last Thursday after students
fainted, vomited and suffered

after they received a chemistry
report on the sample of the sub-
stance taken from Sungai Kim
Kim.

“After receiving the report, we

started to look for factories that
process the same chemical iden-
tified in the sample and raided
the factory in Kulai.

“Based on our checks, the
chemicals found at the factory
matched the substance dumped
in Sungai Kim Kim.

“We are waiting for further
tests. We have arrested the
owner to assist in the investiga-
tion.”

He said the department raided
another factory yesterday after
receiving a tip-off.

“We found several packages of

chemicals and when we asked one
of the suspects, he said they
would be disposed of.

“When we asked where they
were to be disposed off, he said:
‘Over there’.

“So we suspect they would
dump it in the river tonight (last
night).”

The case is being investigated
under Section 34B of the Envi-
ronmental Quality Act 1974,
which carries a jail sentence of
not more than five years or a fine
of not more than RM500,000 or
both, upon conviction.

breathing problems due to the
theinhalation of toxic fumes from
chemicals dumped into Sungai
Kim Kim near the schools.

Johor Health, Environment
and Agriculture Committee
chairman Dr Sahruddin Jamal
said the schools would remain
closed until a decision was made
by the state Disaster Action
Committee.

v- 2

Melaka 6:03  7:19
Penang 6:10 7:25
K. Lumpur 6:05 7:20
JohorBaru  5:56 7:12
Kuantan 6:00 7:16
Ipoh 6:08 7:21

"PRAYER TIMES

1:24  4:32 7:25 8:34
1:31 443 7:32 8:41
1:26  4:36 7:27 8:36
1:17  4:25 T7:19 8:28
1:20  4:30 7:22 8:31
1:29 440 7:30 8:39
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UNITBERITAKOTA 44, Jalan Utusan, Melalui Jalan Chan Sow Lin, 55200, KualaLlumpur.

Facebook: Utusan Kota Twitter: @UtusanKota Laman web: www.utusan.col

my

Papan tanda larangan sekadar perhiasan, tidak dipeduli

Buang, bakar sampah

Isu
‘ Rakyat

Oleh NUR IZZATIIZZAH NADZI

utusankota@gmail.com.my

B KUALALUMPUR 11 MAC

Pengarah Eksekutif Sekolah
Rendah Islam Integrasi Puncak
Jalil, Sheikh Mohd. Zaki Sheikh
Abdul Rahman, 31, berkata
pembuangan sampah secara
haram oleh individu berkenaan
berlaku sejak tujuh tahun yang
lalu.

“Perbuatan membakar tim-
bunan sampah di sini baru sa-
haja dilakukan.

“Kami sendiri melihat ada

membakarnya. Individu itu
menunggu sehingga api itu ter-
padam dan berlalu pergi.
“Bukan sekali dua mereka
melakukan pembakaran itu
tetapi kerap kali sehingga pihak
sekolah terpaksa membatalkan
aktiviti luar kerana bau asap
yang datang dari tapak pem-
buangan mengganggu proses
pembelajaran pelajar,” katanya.
Sheikh Mohd. Zaki berkata,

1% .
PELBAGAI isa bi

IMBUNAN sampah dan . : :
' I v ; i ) € memanjangkan isu berkaitan 9
giegéﬁ?tlga[rggl :ﬁ;ﬁ;as}e%{?:ﬁ ;eet;‘;lg:alr:x; r:)e's}:aemnhagl tﬁg:g]a; pihaknya sudah dua kali kepada h%[ajlis Perbandaran Bukan sekali dua
sekolah rendah Islam swasta di  htu. kemotian Subang Jaya (MPSJ) dan pema- mereka melakukan
Jalan Persiaran Lestari Perdana, sangan papan tanda larangan bak T
Seri Kembangan, Selangor telah telah dilakukan namun keadaan pembakaran itu
m;ngaki})atka.n per:lclemara;:] masih berterusan. tetapi kerap kali
udara sehingga menghalang ak- Peniaga, Suhana Yon Chik, f .
tiviti luar sekolah berkenaan. 5 @ 4 39, be;kgt; dia selalu mengu- sehlngga plhak

Tinjauan Utusan Malaysia di NG JATA 1 i i 3
kawasan pembuangan sampah WA PERBANDARAN SUBANG ‘ gﬁlgannag(a;i"l‘a';‘g‘ :il:;'uskel?;fgl%z[:n sekolah terpaksa gt
itu ncmlendapan walaélxpuln terda- MBUANG SAMPAH akan melihat timbunan sampah membatalkan aktiviti
pat dua papan tanda larangan ¢ : A
membuang sampah diletakkan D'LARM ME lN' yang dibuang semakin bertam- luar kerana bau asap
disitu ia sekadar perhiasan se- DI KAWASAN balzPs:tLaP :lan. ¢ yang datang dari
mata-mata. Tbuatan membuang sam-

Berdasarkan  pemerhatian DENDA RM 2,000.00 pah di situ bukan sahaja dilaku- tapak pembuangan
terdapat pelbagai jenis sampah kan individu malah terdapat mengganggu proses
termasuk sampah pukal seperti e—— juga lori pengutipan sampah ?
perabot, sisa bahan binaan dan D OPERTUA perumahan di situ berbuat de- pembelajaran
besi buruk memenuhi kawasan MAJLIS PERBANDARAN SUBANG JAYA ikian pelajar"
itu. o ; 4 5 s

Ketika tinjauan, kelibat se- kazkggsatasvalil;use;:lgargﬂ%gg

t i buruk
grang. pemungut. beat, br mengelakkan perbuatan mere- SHEIKH MOHD. ZAKI

warga asing sedang ‘leka me-

PI i E
mungut besi-besi dan barangan tai'::mw:muang | ka dikesan,” katanya. SHEIKH ABDUL RAHMAN
yang masih diguna pakai untuk sampah tidak dipeduli

dijual.

mereka yang terlibat.
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> Single-use plastic

Many people probably have no
idea of how to reduce their use
of single-use plastic, One quick
example: use reusable food
containers to store raw meat,
chicken or fish. - Jenny Ngiam
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"M Mengapa pula pengguna yang

dikenakan caj 20 sen untuk plastik
barangan? Sepatutnya peniagd itu
dilarang memberi atau menjual beg
tersebut. Paling berkesan arahkan
sahaja kilang pembuat beg-beg plastik
tutup operasinya. Tapi terasa juga
pelik dan hairan kerana masih banyak
lagi barang makanan seperti gula,
beras, rempah-ratus dan sebagainya
menggunakan pembungkusan
daripada plastik, termasuk juga sabun,
barang permainan dan berbagai lagi.

- Ali Popyeyeh B
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died soon after.

SJK (T) Rawang]
students taking

science festival

SEVERAL students from SJK (T)
Rawang are participating in a sci
ence festival in Russia, thanks to the|
Malaysia Telugu Foundation (MTF),
Makkal Osai reported.

The science innovation competi-
tion, which is taking place in St
Petersburg between March 10 and|
14, is a great opportunity for the
students, MTF president Datuk Dr|
R. Kantharao Ackunaidu said.

This will give them the chance to
expand their critical thinking while
participating in an international
conference with high standards.

Students from the Rawang school
have shown great aptitude in such
competitions and have won gold
medals in the event before.

> A priest in India who was sooth-
saying while lying on a tree branch
accidentally fell to his death,
Malaysia Nanban reported.

The man, who was identified as
Ayyasamy, apparently conducted
the ceremony at the temple of his
namesake Aiya Samy deity in
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, every
year during the annual festival.

As he was conducting the ritual
while lying on a branch about six
metres up, he lost his balance and
fell to the ground.

He was rushed to hospital but
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PREVENTIVE
STEPS ... The
Hazmat unit of the
Fire and Rescue
Department giving
students a hose
down to teach them
how to deal with
contamination by
% hazardous materials
S at Sekolah
Kebangsaan Pasir
Puteh and Sekolah
Menengah
Kebangsaan Pasir
Putih, near Pasir
Gudang yesterday. —
BERNAMAPIX
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Utilising technology in lessons

IN today’s fast-changing world,
educational institutions need to
integrate technology in education
to prepare students for the future.
Sunway International School (SIS),
the only school in Malaysia to offer
the Canadian (Ontario) School
Curriculum, has a clear vision and
mission to incorporate and apply
technology as an educational tool.
SIS believes that

this platform. SIS teachers can
invite parents to the “online
classroom” and share important
information related to their
children’s assignments and
expectations. Parents will regularly
receive automated email outlines
of the students’ work, class
announcements and activities. This
online platform allows for open

C ication, and parents are

performs an important and strong
role in supporting learning in all
areas and across all subjects. As
such, starting from Grade 8
onwards, SIS students are required
to have and use a personal laptop
computer for their daily lessons.

Easing communication

At SIS, students use online
learning platforms designed for
teachers and students to share
ideas and information with each
other. This paperless platform
enables teachers to create classes,
post and collect assignments,
organise and collaborate on ideas
and view work online.

Students can keep track of
deadlines, instantly receive

+ feedback on their work and

respond to that feedback quickly
and efficiently.

Teachers, students and parents
are also connected virtually via

encouraged to reach out to their
children’s teachers.

Effective learning tool

The quick advancement of
information and communication
technology has led to more
opportunities to reinforce the
learning framework. SIS teachers
use digital tools and applications to
upgrade their lessons delivery,
empower their students to dive
further into class assignments and
facilitate easier access to
information.

There are many additional
resources for lesson delivery that
are readily available online at no
cost, such as Geddit and Kahoot!.
Students love using these
applications because they cater to
their tastes and preferences but
are also geared towards keeping
them organised. This allows them
to better connect with their lessons,

which leads to better
understanding of the content as
well. The tools also help teachers
with monitoring their students’
progress.

Other teaching aids used by the
teachers include quizzes, games
and simulations and videos.

SIS provides Wi-Fi access for all
students, and all 34 of its
classrooms and five laboratories
are equipped with interactive
whiteboards. SIS teachers spend
numerous hours in expert
development to guarantee these
technologies are inc8rporated into
the curriculum.

By bringing technology into
classrooms, students are prepared
for a seamless progression into
university and the workforce.

No more dull days

Traditional passive classes have
long gone from SIS. The flipped
classroom concept reverses the
traditional “in-class” environment
by delivering instructional content
outside of the classroom. Students
study topics at home and come to
class ready to share their
understanding of it, work on
assignments, or even use the class
time to discuss and ask questions.

SIS teachers have found that the
students benefit from the flipped

model. Homework is increasingly
open and fun, and class time is
more captivating. Instead of

standing at the front of the class

conversing with students, this
method allows the teachers to have
solid and meaningful discussions
with their students. This also gives
students an opportunity to learn to
interact and agree or disagree in a
safe and respectful environment.
Technology has made itself a

part of life. SIS recognises this and
will continue to merge

education and technology. Some
might argue too much technology
can be a distraction, but with the
right guidance, students will learn
to use technology responsibly and
respectfully.

To get a better understanding of
how SIS incorporates technology
into the classroom, visit its Open
Day on Apr 20.

W For more information, call
03-7491 8070/07-533 8070 or visit
www.sis.sunway.edu.my

By bringing technology into the classroom, SIS aims to prepare students
for a seamless transition into university and the workforce.
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ADVANCED MATERIALS PLANT

DECISION ON LYNAS OPERATING LICENCE SOON?

Australia hopes it will be based on Review
Committee’'s recommendations, says
high commissioner to Malaysia

AZMAN ABDUL HAMID
KUALA LUMPUR

cnews@nstp.com.my

USTRALIA believes

that the Malaysian

government is nearing

a decision on the ex-
tension of Lynas’s operating li-
cence and hopes that it will be
based on the government’s Re-
view Committee’s recommenda-
tions.

Australian High Commissioner
to Malaysia Andrew Goledzi-
nowski said his government was
“waiting for the final determina-
tion in the matter”.

“But, it seems that any changes
to licensing conditions should be
based on the government’s Re-

, view Committee’s recommenda-

tions,” he told the New Straits
Times. 0

Goledzinowski urged Malaysia
to accept the Review Commit-
tee’s recommendation last year
that Lynas complied with all con-
ditions which qualified the com-
pany for an extension of licens-
ing.

However, he said, the author-
ities had asked Lynas to export
stockpiles of waste product from
its processing plant by Sept 2
when its licence was due for re-
newal, a move that went against
the licensing conditions.

A move to change licensing
conditions would be unfair to Ly-
nas as it was inconsistent with
licensing stipulations and the Re-
view Committee’s recommenda-
tions, said Goledzinowski.

e
Andrew Goledzinowski

“Lynas’ operating licence re-
quires it to examine commercial-
isation options for the residue.
This is consistent with interna-
tional best practices. If that
proves impractical, then the li-
cence calls for permanent stor-
age.

“This is also the recommenda-
tion of the Review Committee. Ly-

nas is required to look at export-
ing the material only if the two
options are unavailable.”

ledzinowski was -
ing on a recent NST report that
Lynas had high safety standards
and there were no reports of en-
vironmental or health problems
since the company started oper-
ations in 2012.

Lynas has succeeded in finding
commercial applications for its
residue with the discovery of
Condisoil, a type of multipurpose
fertiliser, which should exempt
the company from exporting it.

However, Kuantan member of
parliament Fuziah Salleh recent-
ly said Lynas should suspend the
production of the water leached
purification residue at its rare
earth refinery if it failed to dis-
pose of the stockpiles by that
date.

On continued protests by -an
anti-Lynas group, Goledzinowski
said they had every right to ex-
press their views, as long as it was

done peacefully and based on
facts.

He said it was the local author-
ity’s right to regulate industrial
operations in line with its laws,
regulations and licensing proce-
dures.

“We prefer an outcome that can
enable the industry to continue to
employ thousands of Malaysians
in a safe and proper manner.”

Rare earth gets its name from
the scarcity of several earth el-
ements. They have special prop-
erties and are used in applica-
tions and devices, such as cat-
alytic converters, nickel metal
hydride batteries, energy effi-
cient electrical motors, electron-
ics, energy efficient fluorescent
lamps and magnetic resonance
imaging machines.

The Lynas plant was envisioned
to promote multiple downstream
industries, like electric vehicles
and hybrid cars, electronics, re-
newable energy, the oil and gas
sector and defence applications.
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THE DREADED DENGUE

SCIENCE TO THE RESCU

But there must be
more local academic
participation in Aedes
international research
and development

ZAKRI ABDUL
HAMID

HAD always assumed that |
would be the least vulnerable
among family members and
friends to contract the dengue

virus.

But there I was, languishing at
the Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia (UKM) Klinik Warga un-
der the care and attention of spe-
cialists and nurses. It was an ex-
cruciating experience over six
days in January.

Bear in mind that there is no
specific medication for dengue.
Medical care largely consists of
monitoring symptoms and vital
signs, maintaining hydration, and
a blood transfusion in the most
severe cases. Fortunately for me, |
did not need a blood transfusion.
But it was still a little humiliating
and embarrassing to be laid low by
the bite of an insect.

So when [ read the news about
the success of a pilot project by
the Institute for Medical Research
(IMR) to contain the Aedes Ae-
gypti mosquito, from which the
dengue virus is transmitted, | was
relieved. IMR had used a biological
agent — the Wolbachia bacteria, a
natural bacteria present in up to
60 per cent of insect species, in-
cluding some mosquitoes, but not
commonly found in the Aedes
mosquito. Over the past two years,
three million Wolbachia-infected
Aedes mosquitoes have been re-
leased by IMR into the wild at sev-
en dengue hotspots.

Health director-general Datuk
Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah said the
results of the project were encour-
aging, with about 80 per cent suc-

el

QOver the past two years, three million Wolbachia-infected Aedes

mosquitoes have been released by IMR into the wild at seven dengue

hotspots. WIKI PIC

cess rate. IMR director Datuk Dr
Fadzilah Kamaluddin said the
World Health Organisation had
recommended it, after having
proved it successful in a few coun-
tries previously.

Dengue is the country’s most
prevalent disease — about 330
cases per 100,000 citizens. Now
that’s well over twice as many cas-
es as our second most common
disease: hand, foot, and mouth
disease (152 cases per 100,000
people).

WHO regards dengue as one of
the most dangerous mosquito-
borne viral diseases in the world.
The dengue virus causes flu-like
illness and may develop into a se-
rious condition with severe ab-
dominal pain and bleeding or
bruising ander the skin. Found
mostly in tropical and sub-tropical
climates worldwide, there are now
30 times more cases globally than
there were five decades ago, ac-
cording to WHO. Some 50 to 100
million new infections are estimat-
ed annually in more than 100
countries, Malaysia included. Ev-
ery year, hundreds of thousands of
severe cases result in 20,000
deaths.

Pioneering work on the Wol-
bachia bacteria was conducted by
Prof Scott O’Neill in the 1980s. His
“Eliminate Dengue Research Pro-
gramme” was based on years of
laboratory research and extensive
small-scale field trials. He and his
team from Australia’s Monash
University proposed Wolbachia
infection of mosquitoes to stop
dengue transmission in 2005, and
the idea advanced with financial
support from the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation.

IMR had collaborated with the
University of Glasgow and Univer-
sity of Melbourne on the project

that was funded by the Wellcome
Trust. What is interesting is the
“Replacement Method” used to
identify how Wolbachia-infected
mosquitoes could assist in the re-
duction of Aedes mosquitoes in
hotspot areas.

By mating the Aedes
mosquitoes with Wolbachia-in-
fected mosquitoes, says Dr Fadzi-
lah, “Aedes mosquitoes will even-
tually be incapable of transmitting
dengue to humans. In time, elim-
ination of the disease will become
areality”.

There are a number of other
strategies by the Health Ministry
to control and prevent dengue.
These include eDengue, the Inter-
net-based real-time monitoring
system, and a dengue epidemic
management system to enhance
surveillance. Community gotong-
royong is also periodically carried
out at Aedes mosquito breeding
grounds and at the national level
twice a year. In addition, there is
the Dengue Free programme and
Communications Programme for
Behavioural Change (Combi).

These laudable, pre-emptive
and proactive measures are being
augmented by additional scientif-
ic research and development.

An observation, though. Our lo-
cal universities are mostly absent
in this collaborative international
research and development. With
most research funding in the
country being channelled to uni-
versities today, the Aedes
mosquito menace must surely
qualify as one of the “grand chal-
lenges” which our universities
should take up.

+

The writer extends his deepest
thanks to UKM’s Klinik Warga staff
for the exemplary treatment accord-
ed to him recently
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Residents paying the cost
for poor maintenance

' Low collection of monthly fees results in a host of problems

UKK MESTECC/ 12 MAC 2019

Residents are worried that the wire mesh fence may become a conductor
for lightning during a storm.

Abandoned motorcycles taking up space meant for rubbish disposal.

22 . > ’
gk i ; >

By OH ING YEEN
ingyeen@thestar.com.my

OVERFLOWING sewage,
indiscriminate rubbish dumping,
poor amenities and dengue cases
are issues residents of Taman
Desaria flats in PJS 5, Petaling Jaya,
have to put up with daily.

Several residents led by C.
Devaraj approached StarMetro for
help to resolve these longstanding
issues.

A walk around the flats revealed
the numerous problems residents
have to live with.

Abandoned motorcycles occupy
a space meant for the roll on, roll
off bins. An illegal dumping ground
has sprung up near the space.

Not only do residents have to
deal with the stench coming from
the rubbish dump, another offen-
sive odour comes from raw sewage
flowing out of illegal pipe exten-
sions.

Facilities such as the badminton
court cannot be used as some resi-
dents park their cars there.

“When children play at the court
and the shuttlecock lands on a car,
the car owner will scold them,”
said Devaraj.

There are 720 units spread out

g B»'\' <

Clogged drains contribute to the foul smell in the area.

over six blocks with about 4,000
people living in Taman Desaria.

“We have written to the
authorities but have yet to see any
changes,” said Devaraj, showing a
file containing copies of letters sent
to various government bodies.

He admitted that some of the
problems were caused by residents
themselves.

“Many do not pay maintenance
fees because they think the place is
not properly maintained.

“However, maintenance cannot
be carried out because some peo-
ple are not paying. It is a vicious
cycle,” said Devaraj.

Resident S. Nathan said dengue
fever led to one death last year.

“There are many mosquito
breeding spots here.

“Aside from that, we live near a
jungle so it is not uncommon to see
a snake slithering into the
compound,” he said.

Community spirit lacking

Resident Wong Ah Yan listed
clogged toilets, rubbish and dengue
as her main concerns.

The host of problems has also
led to friction among neighbours.

“One of our neighbours scolded
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The poor collection of maintenance fees contribute to the unkempt surroundings.

us for the clogged toilets but it is
not our fault as there is no mainte-
nance being carried out at all.

“There is no maintenance
because some people do not pay
the maintenance fees.

“It is unfair to those of us who
have been paying all along. Why
do we have to suffer as well?”
Wong asked.

Residents also fear being struck
by lightning. Devaraj pointed to
cars parked next to electricity
pylons located opposite the flats.

“The land is used by a car shop
operator who stores his customers’
cars there.

“He fenced up the area but the
wire mesh fencing acts as a con-
ductor whenever there is thunder
and lightning.

“It is dangerous for us as the

fence is so close to the flats,” hg said.

Horrible living conditions

The poor living conditions have
also led to social problems, said
resident Nantini Jayakumar.

“Children do not want to live in
such a place and often go out.

“Some drop out of school and

their parents are too busy working
to keep tabs on their whereabouts,”
she said.

Nantini added that without
education, the younger generation
would be trapped in a never-
ending cycle of poverty.

“It is a thankless job to be in the
residents association, especially
when most of us are strugggling to
make ends meet.

“But we have no choice, if we do
not step up and try to do
something, who is going to help
us?”

There is a joint management
body (JMB) at the flats but it seems
powerless to deal with the issues’
which have been plaguing resi-
dents for years.

When Nantini contacted the
JMB, she was told to push residents
to pay the maintenance fee and
sinking fund of RM35.

“Why didn’t they take action
against the residents responsible,”
she asked.

Host of problems

The day before &tarMetro’s visit,
one of the fuses blew out leaving a

R T R

Abandoned vehicles are a common sight at the Taman Desaria flats.

block without power supply.

One of the affected residents, A.
Thangarajah, said the power sup-
ply went out around 11.30pm.

“There was smoke coming from
the fusebox. .

“With the hot weather, it was
unbearable to be without electrici-
ty for a few minutes, let alone
hours.” The problem was rectified
the next day.

When contacted, Indah Water
Konsortium Sdn Bhd (IWK)

Corporate Communications head
Wan Esuriyanti Wan Ahmad said,
“The pipes (within the private
perimeter) are the responsibility of
the JMB and houseowners.”

Wan Esuriyanti explained that
IWK was responsible for public
pipes outside the boundary and the
sewage treatment plant.

Residents then paid private
contractors to unclog the pipes.

“During the cleaning process
debris from the private pipes got

flushed to the main pipe (public
pipes) and this slowed water flow.

“IWK later carried out mainte-
nance work and flushed the pipes
with high pressure water jet to
clear the blockage,” said Wan
Esuriyanti.

When contacted, the Petaling
Jaya City Council (MBP)) said waste
collection for the flats is under the

purview of KDEB Waste
Management Sdn Bhd.

i can file a ¢ int
regarding rubbish issues and we

will forward it to KDEB,” a council
spokesman said.

‘When asked about problematic
strata buildings like Taman
Desaria, state Local Government,
Public Transport and New Village
Development Committee chairman
Ng Sze Han said the city council
can step in by appointing
contractors.

“The residents can seek help
from their elected representatives
or go to MBPJ’s Commissioner of
Buildings (CoB),

“Residents can also request for
an extraordinary general meeting
to take over control of the JMB,” he
said.
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Isu pencemaran
yang tiada
kesudahan

ARZIANA MOHMAD AZAMAN

su pencemaran sungai dan
I berminyak di Kampung Bagan
Sungai Buloh, di sini masih
berlarutan dan menjadi rungutan

nelayan.

Lebih dikesalkan, isu berke-
naan yang dipanjangkan kepada
agensi berkaitan sejak beberapa
tahun lalu seolah-olah tiada pe-
nyelesaian.

Wakil nelayan, Kahar Buntal,
67, mendakwa, sebelum ini sisa
kilang yang dibuang menjadi
punca air sungai tercemar me-
mandangkan paip saluran keluar
dipasang di dalam tanah.

Menurutnya, akibat itu aliran
air menjadi hitam dan selepas
diselidik, ada paip saluran sisa
kilang dipasang di dalam tanah
bagi menggelakkan dikesan pihak
berkuasa.

"Kami sudah buat siasatan
sendiri di sepanjang sungai itu
sehingga ke kawasan kilang. Kami
buat semua ini kerana sudah ti-
dak dapat menanggung derita
bau busuk setiap hari," katanya.

Menurutnya, pencemaran air
baru-baru ini dikesan terlalu te-
ruk daripada kunci air bersebe-
lahan yang didakwa daripada sisa
kolam udang yang dibuang terus
ke laut.

“Kami periksa punca sisa
kumbahan tu datangnya dari ko-
lam udang berhampiran sebab
aliran air dari kunci air yang di-
kenal pasti...jadi isu ini sepatut-
nya diberikan perhatian oleh pi-
hak berkaitan," katanya.

Kahar memberitahu, sudah
beberapa kali perbincangan dila-
kukan bersama agensi terbabit
namun pencemaran masih ber-
larutan.

Rozaimi ~ °
menunjukkan - L
kesan 4"
pencemaran 4%
kepada Juwairiya _*
ketika kunjungan
mengejut di jeti '
nelayan itu. .

-.4"‘

 Sungai busuk,

air hitam

Tak macam dulu

Menurut Kahar, hasil kerang
nelayan didakwa semakin berku-
rangan dan hanya tinggal ceng-
kerang.

“Bila fikirkan nasib nelayan di
kawasan ini yang harapkan hasil
kerang untuk hidup, kami tak
sanggup lagi berdepan masalah
pencemaran ini sebab nak dapat-
kan hasil yang lumayan cukup
susah.

“Tak macam dulu, kami mu-
dah nak dapatkan lebih 10 guni
kerang untuk dijual tapi sekarang
ikut nasib..kalau selalu hujan dan
air tercemar mengalir terus ke
laut, mungkin kawasan penter-
nakan tak terjejas teruk,” katanya.

Pengerusi Majlis Pengurusan
Komuniti Kgmpung (MPKK)
Sungai Buloh, Rozaimi Zainal
memaklumkan, pihaknya mene-
rima aduan mengenai pencemar-

Perlu siasat kesahihan
pencemaran

an itu sejak sebulan lalu.

"Sebenarnya pencemaran ini
sudah lama berlarutan namun
paling teruk beberapa minggu
lalu apabila air bertukar kehitam-
an, berminyak dan busuk.

"Jadi saya terpanggil untuk
bawa wakil rakyat ke sini menje-
nguk kawasan ini supaya perkara
ini mendapat perhatian sewajar-
nya," katanya. :

Juwairiya (Wh) r aduan nelayan boﬂ;mng isu pene;vmmn

di Bagan Sungai Buloh.

SEMENTARA itu, ADUN
Bukit Melawati, Juwairiya Zul-
kifli berkata, pihaknya turut
melawat kawasan jeti nelayan
terbabit selepas perkara itu
dimaklumkan.

"Saya buat lawatan menge-
jut bersama ketua kampung
dan difahamkan isu ini sudah
berlarutan sejak dahulu.

"Nelayan mendakwa isu
pencemaran ini berpunca da-
ripada sisa kilang sama ada di
Tjok atau Parit Mahang tetapi
kita perlu siasat kesahihan-
nya," katanya.

Tegasnya, pihaknya akan
memohon kerjasama jabatan
berkaitan untuk menyiasat
punca sebenar pencemaran.

"Keadaan ini menjejaskan
habitat sungai dan hasil laut.

Lawatan mengejut

Tindakan tegas perlu diambil
kepada pihak yang menjadi
punca pencemaran air di ka-
wasan ini," katanya.

Ketua Perikanan Daerah
Kuala Selangor, Mohd Fazlan
Abdul Ghani mengakui, isu
itu sudah lama berlarutan.

"Pihak jabatan pun sudah
bekerjasama dengan nelayan
disitu dengan memanjangkan
kepada pihak berkaitan ter-
masuk Lembaga Urus Air
Selangor (LUAS) dan Jabatan
Alam Sekitar.

"Kami pernah mengada-
kan perbincangan dalam satu
mesyuarat jawatankuasa pen-
cemaran di bawah LUAS se-
belum ini. Bagaimanapun
perkara ini tetap berulang,”
katanya.
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Ministry: Air pollution dropped in 2018

BEIJING: China’s air quality
improved substantially last year,
the environment ministry said, fol-

- lowing a government crackdown

on pollution and a weakening econ-
omy. : 4

Thick smog clouds have plagued
China’s cities for years and repre-
sent the dark side of rapid develop-
ment that has lifted hundreds of
millions out of poverty.

The country’s economic miracle
has rested firmly on the output of
goods like steel, coal and cement,

the production of which are all
heavily polluting.

But last year, the average level of
microscopic airborne PM2.5 parti-
cles — which penetrate deep into the
lungs - in 338 cities stood at 39
micrograms per cubic metre last
year, a 9.3% year-on-year fall,
according to a ministry report.

It was an even greater improve-
ment in air quality than 2017, which
saw the average concentration of
PM2.5 particles fall 6.5% from a
year earlier, the report said.

Ecology and environment minis-
try chief Li Ganjie said Beijing
would maintain its commitment to
fight pollution, even as the country
faces an economic slowdown.

“We resolutely oppose relaxing
or being more lenient with environ-
mental supervision and regulation,”
he said at a press conference on the
sidelines of China’s annual parlia-
mentary meeting yesterday.

We cannot “sacrifice the environ-
ment in exchange for economic
growth”, he added.

China’s economy grew at its slow-
est pace in almost three decades
last year, with 6.4% annualised
growth in the last three months of
2018.

But Beijing has been forced to
balance its concern over an eco-
nomic slowdown with fears of a
public backlash over environmen-
tal pollution.

Government authorities also
ramped up enforcement of environ-
mental regulations last year. —
AFP P
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Strong wind
destroys

50 houses
in east Java

JAKARTA: The Sumenep Disaster
Mitigation Agency (BPBD Sumenep)
reported that strong wind during
the weekend had destroyed at least
50 houses in several villages in the
East Javan regency. No casualties
were reported.

“At least 50 buildings were
destroyed,” BPBD Sumenep official

Abdul Rahman Readi said as quoted =

by Antara yesterday.

He said that the most affected
region was Lenteng district, where
46 houses were destroyed. At least

four houses were destroyed in
| Saronggi district.

Ahdul said the two districts were
disaster-prone areas. According to
the agency, there are 21 disaster-
prone areas in the regency.

“The loss could total hundreds of
millions of rupiah,” he said.

He said the regional disaster mit-
igation agency was coordinating
with the police and military to evac-
uate the affected communities.

Earlier this year, National Disas-
ter Mitigation Agency spokesperson
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho said hydro-
meteorological disasters, such as
flooding, landslides and small tor-
nadoes, would be the predominant
types of natural disasters in Indo-
nesia this year.

He said deforestation and dam-
age to watersheds contributed to
the increasing number of hydrome-
teorological disasters. — The
Jakarta Post/Asia News Network




